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Robt. Watson, John Caplin, Junr., 

Porter, Will'tn Watson, 

Francis Clark, Dugless Watson, Jr., 

Wm. Mills, Wm. Dawson, 

Wm. Marshall, James McMaclim. 

John Marshill, 
Oct. ii, 1776. 
Referred to Committee of Religion. 

Mr. Dandridge. 
(to be continued) 
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(Abstracts by \V. N. Sainsbury, and copies in the McDonald and De 
Jarnette Papers, Virginia State Library. ) 



(continued) 
Order of the Council of State, Jan. 30, 1653-4. 

That twenty shillings custom be paid for every horse that 
shall be transported to any of the English Plantations in Amer- 
ica and the Commiss'rs of the Customs are to proceed accord- 
ingly and to call for and receive after that rate all such monies 
as are due upon any bonds formerly entered into by any per- 
son or persons for the custom of any horses already trans- 
ported as aforesaid. 

(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 103, p. 79.) 

Order of the Council of State, March 31, 1654. 

That the petition of Samuel Mathews Esq. in behalf of the 
inhabitants of Virginia touching the planting of English to- 
bacco be referred to the Committee for Treasuryes who are 
desired to consider thereof and to state the matter and to re- 
port the same with their opinions to the Council. 

(Interregnum Entry Bk, Vol. 103, p. 200.) 
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Planting of English Tobacco. 

April 6, 1654. 

Report of the Assistants to the Committee of Council for 
the Treasurers on petition of divers Merchants and others of 
London trading to Virginia and other Foreign Plantations 
and the petition of Samuel Mathews in behalf of the inhabi- 
tants of Virginia both concerning the planting of English 
tobacco. 

Have called the petitioners before them and also advised 
with other persons experienced in that affair and find there 
are preparations in many Counties for planting a greater pro- 
portion of tobacco than usual notwithstanding the Act against 
planting which they conceive will be of very ill consequence 
for reasons herein stated. 2pp. 

Indorsed. "Read 1 and 2 times 7 April 1654." 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 12, no. 18.) 



Petition Against Planting Tobacco in England. 

July 6, 1654. 

Petition of divers Merchants, Traders and Planters in the 
Colony of Barbadoes, Continent of Virginia with thousands 
of Mariners and Handicraftsmen to his Highness Oliver Lord 
Protector and his Council. 

Have used their utmost endeavours to promote the public 
interest of this nation and particularly in plantation and pre- 
servation of the Colonies in America. Parliament in 1652 
for the reasons therein expressed made an Act to prohibit 
planting tobacco in England under a penalty and Commis- 
sioners were afterwards ordained to put said Act in execu- 
tion and some 1100 acres intended for tobacco have been con- 
verted to tillage, but some malicious spirits opposed said Act 
& pet'rs are informed addressed his Highness for suspension 
of same, the evil effects of which described in decrease of 
customs &c. Some thousands of hogsheads of tobacco have, 
already arrived in the Thames from the English Plantations 
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in America & more are daily expected which will not bring 
to account near so much as will pay custom excise & freight 
if English tobacco should be preserved. Pray his Highness' 
serious consideration of the premises and that a day may be 
appointed for pet'rs to offer reasons before any order pass 
for allowing the sale of tobacco planted in England as they 
did before the Ordinance for suppressing it was published 
"lest your pet'rs are compelled to complain their burthens are 
insupportable, their adventures of lives and estates of no value, 
the English Plantations beyond sea delivered up to the ene- 
mies of God and our Country and all of us left to the mercy 
of those who hate both Your Highness & your humble Pet'rs." 
Signed by Samuel Mathews, Agent for the Inhabitants of Vir- 
ginia, Wm. Allen & John Harris. 

Indorsed, "Sent by the Lord Lambert 14 July 1654, to be 
heard next Tuesday. 

(Colonial Papers. Vol. 12 no. 22.) 



Petition in Regard to Ships. 

July 27, 1654. 

Petition of Alderman William Underwood, Alexander 
Bence, John Greensmith, Wm. & Thos. Allen, John Harris 
and Thomas Rodbard, part owners of the ships William & 
John, the Honor, the Hopeful Adventure, the Golden Lion, 
the Planter, the William, the Mayflower and the John and 
Katherine to his Highness the Lord Protector and his Council. 

Have provided and are preparing said ships for Virginia, 
and whereas shoes are of absolute necessity for subsistence 
of the said plantation and powder and shot for defence thereof, 
which goods are under prohibition of transportation without 
his Highness' warrant, Pray for a warrant for transporting 
in each of said ships, 120 dozen of shoes, 6 barrels of powder, 
and one ton of shot, they paying the custom and duties of 
same. 

Indorsed "Ord'r. 27 July 1654. 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 12, no. 23.) 
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Order of the Council of State. 

July 27, 1654. 

On consideration of the petition of Alderman Wm. Under- 
wood, Alex'r. Bence, John Greensmith, Wm. and Thos Allen, 
John Harris and Thomas Rodbare part owners of the William 
and John, the Honour, the Hopeful Adventure, the Golden 
Lyon, the Planter, the William, the May Flower and the John 
and Katherine all bound to Virginia, Ordered by his High- 
ness the Lord Protector and the Council That liberty be given 
for receiving on board for the ships use and transporting to 
Virginia in each of the said ships 120 dozen of shoes, 6 barrels 
of powder and one ton of shot the freighters paying the cus- 
toms and duties for the same. And that a warrant be is- 
sued in that behalf to the Comm'rs of the Customs. 

(Interregnum Entry Bk. Vol. 103, p. 455.) 



Petition in Regard to Ships. 

July 27, 1654. 

Petition of Lucas Lucey, John Terence, Thomas Potter, John 
Jefferies, John Colclough, Arthur Bailey, John Thermor and 
John Wadsworth part owners of the Hopeful Luke, the Mar- 
garet, the John of Barkshire, the Cretian and the Anthony, 
the Brothers Adventure, the Henry & David and Thomas and 
Anne to the Lord Protector and his Council. 

Pray for a warrant for transporting in each ship to Vir- 
ginia 120 dozen of shoes, 6 barrels of powder, and one ton 
of shot they paying the custom & duties of same. Signed by 
all the petitioners also by John Fox and J. Pensall. 

Indorsed. "Ord'r. 27, July 1654." 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 12, no. 24.) 



Warrant From the Council to the Commissioners for 
the Customs, July 28, 1654. 
In pursuance of an Order of his Highness and the Coun- 
cil of the 27th inst. These are to require the Com'rs for the 
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Customs to permit Lucas Lucy, John Terence, Tho. Porter, 
John Jeffreys, John Colclough, Arthur Bayly, John Thermor, 
and John Wadsworth part owners of the Hopeful Luke, the 
Margaret, the John of Berkshire, the Cretian, the Anthony, 
the Brothers Adventure, the Henry & David and the Thomas 
and Anne all bound on a voyage to Virginia to transport 
thither in each ship 120 dozen of shoes, six barrels of gun- 
powder and one ton of shot they paying custom & other duties 
for same. 

(Interregnum Entry Book, Vol. 133, p. 45.) 



Warrant From the Council to the Commissioners of 
the Customs, July 28, 1654. 

In pursuance of an Order of his Highness and the Council 
of 27th inst. These are to will & require the Comm'rs of the 
Customs to permit Alderman William Underwood, Alex'r 
Bence, John Greensmith, Wm. & Thomas Allen, John Har- 
ris & Thos. Rodbard, part owners of the Golden Lion, the 
Planter, the William, the Mayflower and the John and Kath- 
erine all bound to Virginia to transport thither in each ship 
120 dozen of shoes, six barrels of powder and one ton of shot, 
the freighters paying the custom & duties for the same. 

(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 133, p. 46.) 



Petition of Knife (Knipe?) and Custis. 

Aug. 29, 1654. 
Petition of Allan Knife and Edmond Custis,* Merchants 
to the Council of his Highness the Lord Protector. Have 
divers debts and goods due to them in Virginia and Robt. 
Custis, master went with his ship from hence to Amsterdam 
upon pet'rs occasions where he stays for further employment 
from them. Pray for a license for Robert Custis to go with 

* Edmund Custis was one of the numerous sons of the first John Cus- 
tis of the Eastern Shore. Several members of the family were largely 
engaged in trade between Virginia, England and Holland. 
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his ship from Amsterdam to Virginia and from thence to re- 
turn to the Port of London without any let or molestation. 

Signed by the petitioners. Indorsed 29 Aug. 1654. 

(Colonial Papers. Vol. 12, no 26.) 

N. B. No. 27 is almost a duplicate of the above petition, 
similarly signed but not endorsed.) 



Petition of John White Merchant, to "the Right Hon- 
orable the Council," Oct. 17, 1654. 

Being resident at Amsterdam he hath goods and mer- 
chandize to transport to Virginia and the places adjacent. 
Prays for a pass whereby the Peace of Amsterdam, 200 tons, 
John Oxford Mast'r may with her lading and merchandize 
sail to Virginia and the places adjacent return to Amsterdam 
without let or molestation. Signed. 

Indorsed. "Read 17 Oct. 1654." 

(Colonial Papers, Vol 12, no. 30.) 



Order of the Council of State, Oct. 19, 1654. 

Whereas several persons taken in hostility against this Com- 
monwealth as pirates are now prisoners in the Gaol at Dor- 
chester. Ordered by his Highness the Lord Protector and 
his Council That such of the said prisoners as are English, 
Scotch or Irish shall be forthwith sent to the Barbadoes, Ber- 
mudas or some other of the English Plantations in America 
and the Keeper of the prison there is to take order for and 
permit the same accordingly the warrant for their commit- 
ment notwithstanding. And as to such of the said prisoners 
as are French or other strangers the said Keeper is to return 
to the Council a list of their names to the intent such order 
may be taken about their release as shall be meet. 
(Interregnum Entry Bk. Vol. 103, p. 586.) 



Petition of the Owners of the Ship Charles to the 

Lord Protector, Jan. 2, 1654-5. 
Whereas for divers years past said ship has traded to Vir- 
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ginina and whereas there are usually found intruding upon 
the plantation divers ships carrying away the growth thereof 
to Foreign parts Pray for a Commission to Samuel Cooper, 
master of said ship Charles to surprize such vessels as he 
shall find trading at said plantation contrary to an Act of 
Parliament of 3 Oct. 1650. 

Signed by John Jeffreys, Thos. Colclough and Thos Potter. 

Indorsed, "R of Mr. Colclough 2 Jan. 1654 (-5)." 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 12, no. 33.) 
Annexed 

An Act prohibiting trade with the Barbadas, Virginia, Ber- 
mudas and Antego. 

3 Oct. 1650. Printed, 8 pp. 

(Ibid no. 33, L.) 



Petition of Samuel Mathews Esq., in Behalf of the 

Inhabitants of the Colony of Virginia to the Lord 

Protector, March 6, 1654-5. 

Whereas thte planting of tobacco in England have been 
formerly prohibited by several Acts & Ordinances of Parlia- 
ment, as also by a late Ordinance of his Highness and not- 
withstanding the petition of the planters thereof desir- 
ing a toleration of the last year's crop only which was 
granted, nevertheless contrary to their promises they prepare 
far greater quantities of ground for that purpose than ever 
hath been formerly planted in England, which will not prove 
the utter ruin of most English plantations in America, & to 
the great prejudice of trade, customs & excise; Implores his 
Highness to take the premises into his grave consideration 
and to cast a favorable eye upon those Plantations in America 
and in particular that hopeful Plantation of Virginia, which 
in a few years may be in a condition to raise several staple 
commodities and set up trades and manufactures. 

Signed by Samuell Mathews. 

Indorsed. "Read 6 March 1654 (-5.)" 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 12, no. 36.) 
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Planting Tobacco in England, March 24, 1654-5. 

Certain Reasons humbly offered showing why the English 
Plantations abroad should be encouraged and the planting of 
tobacco in England (contrary to several Acts & Ordinances) 
prohibited — also Certain Reasons why the planting of tobacco 
in England is very prejudicial to the English Plantations, 
abroad and the Manufacture of this Nation at home. 2 pp. 
large. 

(Colonial Papers. Vol 12, no. 41.) 

N. B. Altho' the title of this Paper is similar to the in- 
closure of the Merchants Petition of 28 May 1653 (which see) 
the arguments are very different. W. N. S. 



Order of His Highness & Council, June 29, 1655. 

On petition of Armiga Warner praying indemnity against 
a bond of i8oo by him entered into upon Articles by him, 
made with John Jeffreys of London merchant for transporting 
one hundred Irish to Virginia which he was disabled to per- 
form by reason the ship to which the Articles refer was im- 
pressed in Ireland for the State's service. Forasmuch as the 
Council think it equal that Mr. Jeffreys should forbear all 
vigorous proceedings against the Petit'r his ship being im- 
pressed as aforesaid for the public service and being willing 
to avoid extraordinary ways for the pet'r's relief if provision 
may be made for the same in an ordinary way, Ordered that 
it be referred to Mr. Scobell and Mr. Jessop Clerks of the 
Council to call both parties before them and to endeavor a 
friendly accommodation of the difference and if they cannot 
end it then to report to the Council through whose default the 
same arises. 

(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 104, p. 153.) 



Order of His Highness & Council, Aug. 16, 1655. 
A report from the Committee of the Council for petitions 
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in the case of Nathaniel Hawes and George Payne about the 
Elizabeth surprised by the King of Spain's West India Fleet 
in her way to Virginia in the year 1637 was this day read. 
(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 104, p. 238.) 



Order of His Highness & Council, Sept. 13, 1655. 

That petition of Richard Bennet and Col Samuel Mathews 
Agents for the Colony of Virginia as also the humble Repre- 
sentation of the Governor Council and Burgesses of the Grand 
Assembly in Virginia thereunto annexed being both directed 
to his Highness and by him referred to the Council for 
Foreign Plantations to be by them considered of and upon 
examination of the fact to report the state thereof with their 
opinion to the Council. 

(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 104, p. 285.) 



Petition of John Jeffreys of London, Sept., 1655. 

Merchant, in behalf of Colonel Richard Lee of Virginia to 
the Lord Protector & his Council. 

Upon his last voyage from Virginia to London Col. Lee 
brought over certain ounces of plate part of his household 
goods with intent to change the fashion for his own private 
use. Upon his return towards Virginia in the Anthony of 
London the searchers at Gravesend seized said plate, every 
piece having the Colonel's coat of arms engraved thereon 
who knew not but that plate manufactured might be trans- 
ported thence to his Highness' Plantations & for private use; 
Col. Lee being according to his degree and quality faithful 
and useful to the interest of this Commonwealth, prays for an 
order for the discharge of said plate. 

Signed by John Jeffreys pro. Coll. Rich. Lee. 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 12, no. 51.) 

Affidavit Signed by Colonel Richard Lee, of Virginia, 
Sept. 7, 1655. (Inclosure.) 
That a trunk containing about two hundred ounces of plate 
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shipped aboard the Anthony of London to be transported to 
Virginia was seized by the Searchers of Customs at Gravesend 
as prohibited goods. That said trunk & plate belong to him- 
self Col. Lee and that he intended the same for no other than 
his own use in Virginia, that he had the most part in Virginia 
many years together which about a year and a half since he 
brought for England and that every piece has his coat and ( ?) 
arms or his usual mark engraven thereon and was for his own 
and no other use or purpose whatsoever. 

Sworn before James Guildford Mayor of Gravesend 1 1 Sept. 
1655- 

Indorsed Sept. 1655. ref. 3 Oct. 1655. 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 12, No. 51. I.) 



Report on Col. Lee's Plate, Sept. 7, 1655. 
(Inclosure.) 

Report of the Commissioners of Customs to the Lords of 
his Highness' Council. In obedience to their Lordships' order 
of 3d Oct. they have examined the matter of fact alleged in 
the petition of John Jeffreys and find the same in substance 
true. Are of opinion that altho' by law all plate bullion & 
coin be prohibited to be exported yet if their Lordship be 
pleased to grant pet'rs desires, the same will be a high favor 
to the pet'r and no more than hath been formerly granted unto 
persons of like quality and employment. 

Indorsed, "R 11 Oct. 1655." 9 Oct. 1655. 

"Col Harvey affirms the plate to be of no great value. Ord'd 
16 Nov. 1655." 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 12, no. 51. II.) 



Order of his Highness & Council, Oct. 3, 1655. 

On consideration of the petition of John Jeffreys of London 
merchant for and in behalf of Col. Richard Lee of Virginia 
and of said Colonel's affidavit thereunto annexed concerning 
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a quantity of plate seized upon Ordered That it be referred 
to the Comm'rs of the Customs to take consideration thereof 
and report the state of fact to the Council. 
(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 104, p. 322.) 



Order of his Highness & Council, Nov. 16, 1655. 

On reading report from the Com'rs of the Customs in pm- 
suance of the Council's reference upon the petition of John 
Jeffreys on behalf of Col. Richard Lee of Virginia, concerning 
a trunk of plate belonging to said Colonel which was seized 
on by the Officers of the Customs at Gravesend as the 
same was carrying aboard the Anthony to be transported 
to Virginia and on consideration of said Colonel's affi- 
davit that the same was intended for his own use in Vir- 
ginia and that the greatest part thereof was .by him brought 
from Virginia about a year and a half since Ordered by his 
Highness the Lord Protector and the Council that said plate 
be discharged from the said seizure and be restored petitioner 
for Colonel Lee's use and the Com'rs of the Customs are 
hereby empowered and required to take order that the same 
be discharged and restored accordingly. 

(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 104, p. 384.) 



Petition of Penruddocke 2 and Duke, Jan. 18, 1655-6. 
Petition of Edward Penruddocke and George Duke now 

1 In March, 1655, the Royalists of Wiltshire under the lead of Col. 
John Penruddock, of Compton Chamberlayne, and Hugh Grove, of 
Chisenbury, made an attempt to restore the King's authority. They 
were defeated at South Moulton in Devonshire, and Penruddock, Grove 
and fifty or sixty others were captured and placed in Exeter Goal. Pen- 
ruddock, Grove and a few others were executed. Many of the captives 
escaped from prison. One of these, Major Thomas Hunt, escaped 
on the day before his execution by the daring of his two sisters, and 
"was never more heard of in England." (Gardiner's Commonwealth 
and Protectorate, London, 1903, III, 293.) Possibly he was the Thomas 
Hunt afterwards a well-known man in Virginia. Edward Penruddock 
was, no doubt, a kinsman of Col. John Penruddock. 
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prisoners at Exon to the Council of State. Have been ordered 
for "transplantation" to Barbadoes where petitioners are like 
to be very much destitute of all accommodation and necessa- 
ries. Forasmuch as they are in hopes & expectation of greater 
probabilities of enjoying better accommodations and supplies 
to their necessities in Virginia, pray the decree may be altered 
and the pet'rs ordered to be transplanted to Virginia. 

Indorsed, "Ord'r 18 Jan'y 1655" (-6.) 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 12, no. 61.) 



Order in Regard to Penruddock and Duke, Jan. 18, 1655-6. 

Odrer of his Highness & Council on petition of Edward 
Penruddock and George Duke now prisoners at Exon. Ordered 
that upon sufficient security given before Major Gen. Dis- 
browe, Maj. Gen. of the Western Counties that they shall 
embark themselves for Virginia within three months and not 
return from thence without special license and in the mean 
time not to act or attempt anything to the prejudice of his 
Highness or the present Government, said General Disbrowe 
do give forthwith Warrant to the Keeper of the prison at the 
Castle in Exeter to permit said pet'rs to be at liberty during 
said three months to the intent they may in that time fit 
themselves for the said voyage. 

(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 104, p. 481.) 



Petition of Cecil, Lord Baltimore and Adventurers of 
Maryland to (the Lord Protector), Jan. 22, 1655-6. 

Complain of Capt. Richard Bennet and Captain Claibourne 
for injuries done in Maryland and killing and imprisoning div- 
ers of their men, shooting four to death in cold blood, plunder- 
ing the planters &c. Pray restitution to their rights and his 
Officers to their places and those complained of secured and 
brought to answer. 
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Minute. "Under a particular reference from his H"(igh- 
ness.) 

(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 150, p. 433.) 



Petition of Richard Bennet and Colonel Samuel 
Mathews to (the Lord Protector), Jan. 22, 1655-6. 

Business of Virginia referred to the Committee for Planta- 
tions. Nothing done. A reference obtained to Lords Com'rs 
Whitelocke and Widdrington, pray delivery of the papers that 
they may make their defence. 

Minute. "Papers to be delivered." 
(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 150, no. 487.) 



Order of his Highness & Council, July 15, 1656. 

That petition of Richard Bennet and Samuel Mathews 
Esq'rs Agents for Virginia and the rest of the plantations 
in the Bay of Chesapeake be referred to Sir Charles Wolse- 
ley, Col. Sydenham, Lord Vis't Lisle, Sir Gilbert Pickering, 
Mr. Rous or any two of them to consider thereof and re- 
port their opinion therein to the Council. 

(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 105, p. 251.) 



Report of the Committee of the Council to Whom the 

Petition of Col. Mathews and Col. Bennet, Agents 

for Virginia is Referred, July 31, 1656. 

Have considered said petition & report from Lords White- 
locke and Widrington about the differences relating to Vir- 
ginia and Maryland and are of opinion that it be referred to 
the Committee for Trade to consider of the whole matter and 
to state the case and return their opinion to his Highness and 
the Council. 

Indorsed. "Rep't by Sir Ch. Wolseley 31 July 1656." 

(Colonial Papers, Vol. 13, no. 10.) 
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Order of his Highness & Council, July 31, 1656. 

On consideration of a report of the Committee of the Coun- 
cil to whom petition of Richard Bennet and Samuel Mathews 
Esq'rs, Agents for Virginia and the rest of the plantations 
in the Bay of Chesapeake was referred and in concurrence 
therewith. Ordered that said pet'rs together with the humble 
Representation of the Governor Council & Burgesses of the 
Grand Assembly in Virginia therewith annexed as also a re- 
port from Lords Com'rs Whitelocke and Widrington made 
to the Council in pursuance of his Highness reference to them 
upon petition of Cecilius Lord Baltemore and the several 
papers thereunto annexed be referred to the Committee for 
Trade who are to consider thereof and to inform themselves 
of the state of the case and thereupon to certify the same 
with their opinion to his Highness and the Council. 

(Interregnum Entry Bk., Vol. 105, p. 303.) 

(to be continued) 



MISCELLANEOUS COLONIAL DOCUMENTS. 



From the Originals in the Virginia State Archives. 



(continued.) 



Petition that Cape Henry* and Vicinity be Preserved 
as Common Land. 

To the Honourable William Nelson Esquire, President and 

Commander in Chief of the Colony of Virginia, in Council: 

The Petition of the Subscribers, Inhabitants of the County of 

•Until within a few years past, the wild stretch of sand dunes, 
swamps and pine-barrens near Cape Henry was known as "the Desert." 
Prior to the date of the petition in the text, there had been a few grants 
within this section. 

On December 19, 1711, Captain Horatio Woodhouse was granted 237 



